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SB 1 — the “Heaven's 27 Camp Safety Act” — addresses critical safety gaps in youth camps and campgrounds by
implementing essential emergency preparedness, training, and flood-risk mitigation measures.

SB 1 is a response to the tragic deaths of over 100 people, including more than two dozen young girls and counselors
from Camp Mystic, during the catastrophic flooding along the Guadalupe River on July 4, 2025. This disaster highlighted
a harsh reality: youth camps and campgrounds in Texas lack sufficient (and in some cases, any) formal emergency
protocols, procedures, or training. SB 1 addresses the dangerous lack of standardized safety regulations and
preparedness for natural disasters and other emergencies at youth camps and campgrounds across Texas, a deficiency
that has proven fatal.

SB 1 introduces new rules to protect campers from flood risks. It prohibits the State from issuing or renewing a license
for youth camps with cabins located in a floodplain, though some exceptions apply for cabins not directly connected to a
stream, river, or dammed lake, or those at least 1,000 feet from a floodway. For all campgrounds, including RV parks,
located in a floodplain, the bill mandates the installation of emergency rooftop access ladders for all cabins.

Emergency Plans and Communication

All youth camps will be required to develop a comprehensive emergency plan that is approved by the Department of
State Health Services (DSHS). This plan must include specific procedures for various scenarios, such as a missing
camper, fire, severe injury or illness, serious accident, death of one or more campers, visitors, camp staff or camp
volunteers, an epidemic, an unauthorized person on the premises, or a transportation emergency. A copy of the plan
must be sent to the local emergency management director. Additionally, camp operators must provide a copy of the
emergency plan to all parents or legal guardians of campers.

SB 1 requires camps to have an operable radio for real-time weather alerts and a non-internet dependent public address
system. The bill also requires camps to have two separate broadband internet connections: a primary connection that
uses a fiber-optic cable and a secondary connection through a broadband service distinct from the first.
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Mandatory Safety Training and Parental Notification

The bill mandates that all staff and volunteers undergo mandatory annual safety training based on the camp's emergency
plan. Campers themselves must receive a mandatory safety orientation within 48 hours of each session, which must
cover emergency procedures, camp boundaries, and hazards. Additionally, for camps located in a floodplain, operators
must explicitly notify parents or guardians and obtain a signed statement acknowledging the notice.

The Heaven's 27 Camp Safety Act directly addresses the systemic failures that led to a tragic loss of life. Its passage will
establish a new standard of care for youth camps, ensuring that they are better equipped to protect campers and staff
from natural disasters and other emergencies.
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