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General State Calendar 

HB 25 

 

By: Shofner| 

Harris | 

Wilson | 

Pierson | 

Virdell 

Relating to a 

pharmacist's 

authority to 

dispense ivermectin 

without a 

prescription. 

 

Public Health 

 

7 Ayes 

4 Nays  

0 PNV  

2 Absent 

HB 25 allows licensed pharmacists to provide ivermectin without a prescription from a healthcare practitioner.  

 

Ivermectin is an anti-parasitic drug that is occasionally prescribed by physicians to treat certain parasites. The drug rose 

in prominence during the COVID-19 pandemic, as some individuals believed that ivermectin could be used to treat 

coronavirus. However, this is a scientifically debunked claim.  

 

Currently, a prescription is needed to receive ivermectin; HB 25 would allow access without a prescription.  

 

The bill allows for the Texas State Board of Pharmacy (TSBP) to create rules for pharmacists if necessary for 

implementation. The bill provides pharmacists who act in a "reasonably prudent manner" with immunity from criminal 

and civil liability and protection from professional disciplinary action for dispensing ivermectin under the statewide 

order.  

 

Over-the-counter use of ivermectin has not yet been studied in depth and there are serious potential risks for increased 

access without first consulting a physician. Although the bill author frames HB 25 as an effort to expand healthcare 

access, it runs the risk of seriously compromising patient safety. 

Unfavorable 

HB 48 

 

By: Darby 

Relating to the 

creation of a 

working group to 

study alert 

notification 

systems. 

Disaster 

Preparedness & 

Flooding, 

Select​  

 

8 Ayes    

0 Nays 

0 PNV  

1 Absent 

HB 48 is part of the Legislature’s efforts to respond to the tragic July 4th Floods. The bill would establish a temporary 

working group to study statewide alert systems with the primary purpose of addressing “notification fatigue” – when 

individuals receive so many different alerts and notifications they begin to ignore all warnings. 

 

The working group is composed of nine members appointed by Texas Division of Emergency Management (TDEM), and 

ultimately must produce a report with findings and legislative recommendations by December 1, 2026. 

 

HB 48 should provide the Legislature important information to address a critical issue that could make dangerous 

situations, such as natural disasters, even worse. 

Favorable 
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HB 149 

 

By: 

Louderback 

Relating to the 

governor's review of 

purchases by 

political 

subdivisions of 

public safety radio 

communication 

systems. 

Disaster 

Preparedness & 

Flooding, 

Select​  

 

9 Ayes    

0 Nays 

0 PNV  

0 Absent 

During the July 4th Floods, rescue efforts were hampered because state troopers were unable to communicate with local 

public safety agencies via radio due to interoperability issues. This has become an unfortunately common issue with 

Texas’ disaster response systems. 

 

One source of this problem is local governments acquiring radio equipment independently and without consideration for 

interoperability. To address this, HB 149 gives the Governor’s office the authority to require local governments to meet 

certain standards of interoperability when purchasing public safety radio communication equipment. These standards 

may be set by the Governor, but must: include minimum technical specifications, complement the governor’s 

interoperable radio communications program, and limit burdensome procedures that would impact interoperability. 

These political subdivisions must get approval from the Governor’s office before purchasing. 

 

If the governor denies a proposed purchase, the political subdivision may request an explanation and corrective 

measures. The bill also instructs the governor to create a procedure to appeal denials.  

 

HB 149 takes an important step towards combatting radio interoperability issues across the state. 

Favorable 

HB 254 

 

By: Ashby 

Relating to 

eligibility of a 

political subdivision 

for a grant from the 

Rural Infrastructure 

Disaster Recovery 

Program. 

Disaster 

Preparedness & 

Flooding, 

Select​  

 

9 Ayes    

0 Nays 

0 PNV  

0 Absent 

HB 254 is part of the Legislature’s efforts to respond to the tragic July 4th Floods.  

 

The Rural Infrastructure Disaster Recovery Program was created during the 89th Legislative session within the Texas 

Division of Emergency Management to improve the state’s smallest counties’ access to resources. The bill intends to 

expand the state’s existing Rural Infrastructure Disaster Recovery Program to incorporate Kerr County by revising the 

program’s economic eligibility criteria. However, by expanding the eligibility criteria, HB 254 would include dozens more 

counties in the program (nearly doubling the applicant pool). 

 

It’s worth noting that the Rural Infrastructure Disaster Recovery Program was not capitalized last Session, and there is 

no funding currently available in the program. Additionally, there was no funding for this program included in the 

funding bills moving during this special session. 

 

While well-intentioned, HB 254 seems at risk of making no impact to counties impacted by the July 4th floods, and could 

undermine the original intention of the program by making it even more difficult for rural counties to acquire disaster 

recovery funding. 

Favorable 

with 

Concerns 
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HB 26 

 

By: 

Oliverson | 

Schofield | 

DeAyala | 

Harless | 

Hull 

Relating to 

contracting with law 

enforcement 

agencies in certain 

counties. 

 

Intergovernme

ntal Affairs 

 

7 Ayes  

2 Nays 

0 PNV 

2 Absent 

HB 26 shifts the authority to approve sheriff and constable contracts from the Harris County Commissioners Court to the 

Sheriffs and Constables themselves, and in doing so creates a potential conflict of interest and leaves Harris County 

facing a potential fiscal shortfall.  

 

Currently, Harris County operates a Deputy Patrol Program, where nongovernmental entities (including HOAs, MUDs, 

and other entities) pay for the services of a deputy sheriff or constable to patrol their neighborhoods. The entity chooses 

between a full-time deputy (or more), or a part-time patrol (at 80% or 70% of the deputy’s time). The Harris County 

Commissioners Court currently takes the entire budget into consideration while making the determination to approve or 

deny the contracts. In FY 2023 and 2024, Harris County adopted over 350 contracts, with each contract presented and 

approved by the Commissioners Court.  

 

HB 26 grants contracting authority directly to sheriffs and constables and prohibits the commissioners court from 

restricting or denying any contracts. However, this leaves Harris County to recover 100% of the costs. HB 26 would strip 

local control from Harris County Commissioners Court, create new expenses that have not been accounted for, and 

create gaps in patrolling, with only certain areas receiving adequate policing. 

Unfavorable 

HB 192 

 

By: 

Oliverson | 

Cain | 

Toth 

Relating to the 

funding of law 

enforcement 

agencies in certain 

counties. 

 

Intergovernme

ntal Affairs 

 

6 Ayes 

3 Nays  

0 PNV 

2 Absent 

HB 192 requires Harris County to hold an election before reducing funding or resources for certain primary law 

enforcement agencies.  

 

Currently, the Harris County Commissioners Court has the authority to reallocate unspent law enforcement funds (for 

example, rollover money from the constables' budget) without voter approval. HB 192 would trigger a mandatory 

countywide election to reallocate either unspent funding or funding that was previously appropriated for a law 

enforcement agency.  

 

Unnecessary elections waste taxpayer money, and cause delays in essential governing decisions by the Commissioners 

Court. These additional elections could ultimately cost the county (and therefore the taxpayers) more than the amount of 

money the Commissioners Court is looking to reallocate.  

 

This bill would add political pressure to local officials, and deter those duly elected officials from making the necessary 

budget cuts or reallocations in an effort to be good stewards of taxpayer dollars.  

Unfavorable 
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